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Welcome! 
 
Thank you for your interest in visiting the Chawton House Library 
Estate.  We hope that the experience will give your pupils inspiration 
and information about parts of the curriculum that can be difficult to 
teach in a classroom environment. 
 
Your visit will allow children to see for themselves how an example of 
a historic working estate functions in an enjoyable and safe 
environment. 
 
This pack will help you to prepare a successful visit and one which 
will be tailored to suit the needs of your group. 

 
Church Meadow in summer    ©Chawton House Library
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Contact details 
Chawton House Library 
Chawton 
Alton 
Hampshire 
GU34 1SJ 
 
Contact:  Sarah Parry – Education Officer 
 
Tel:  01420 541010 
Email:  sarah.parry@chawton.net 
 
 
Booking a visit 
In the first instance please email Sarah Parry. 
 
Cost 
There is currently no charge for visits to the Estate by school groups. 
 
Cancellation arrangements 
If you are unable to carry out your visit please let us know as soon as 
possible. 
 
How to get here 
Full details can be found on the Chawton House Library website at 
the following link:  http://www.chawtonhouse.org/visit/find_us.html 
 
On arrival 
Coaches can set down and pick up at the top of the drive to Chawton 
House Library as it is not possible to bring coaches down the drive.  
For the duration of the visit, coaches can park in front of the barrier at 
the top of the drive. 
 
The group should walk down the drive and press the intercom at the 
gate to announce their arrival.  A member of Chawton House Library 
staff will welcome the group. 

mailto:sarah.parry@chawton.net
http://www.chawtonhouse.org/visit/find_us.html
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What is the Chawton House Library Estate? 
Farming is the age-old practice of producing crops and livestock for 
food, fuel and fibre.  The origins of human civilisation are closely 
linked to the development of farming when primitive hunter gatherers 
were gradually replaced by farmers producing the first domesticated 
plants and animals. 
 
Modern agriculture is a highly competitive global industry.  The UK 
produces 70% of the food we eat, the rest coming from other parts of 
the world.  What a farmer grows depends on individual circumstances 
such as location, weather conditions, size of the farm, history of the 
area and market forces.  This is how modern farming works but the 
Chawton House Library Estate is a good example of how an estate 
would have been managed in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. 
 
There are reliable, written records for the Chawton Manor estate 
which go back to the time of the Domesday Book.  During the reigns 
of Henry III and Edward I we know that the estate was an important 
stopping off point when the Court travelled to and from Winchester.  
By the 1500s the estate had fallen into a period of decline and parts 
of the estate were sold to the Knight family.  By 1583 John Knight 
inherited and by this point the estate was owned outright by the 
Knights. 
 
In 1738 the estate passed into a branch of the family who also held 
the Godmersham Estate in Kent.  For the next 136 years these two 
estates and, the smaller, Steventon Estate in Hampshire, were 
inherited together.  The Godmersham Estate was sold in 1874. 
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Chawton House in c1740 by Mellichamp                                       ©Richard Knight 

 
 
For part of the eighteenth century the estate was managed by 
Edward Randall the Steward and after him, his son, for Thomas 
Knight I.  Randall kept meticulous records for the Estate. 
Thomas Knight made Godmersham his main home and the 
numerous correspondence between Randall and Knight have left us 
with a detailed account of life on the estate at this time. 
 
In 1794 Edward Austen inherited the Knight properties.  He had been 
made the heir of Catherine and Thomas Knight II (son of Thomas 
Knight I) as they had no children of their own and wanted to be able 
to pass on the Knight estates and the family name to the next 
generation.  Edward Austen changed his name from “Austen” to 
“Knight” in 1812.  Edward’s youngest sister was the writer, Jane 
Austen.  In 1809 Edward gave his two sisters and his widowed 
mother a cottage in Chawton and this is now the Jane Austen House 
Museum.  Their friend, Martha Lloyd, also lived with them at 
Chawton.  Jane Austen lived in Chawton for 8 years before her early 
death at the age of 41 in 1817.  Her time in the village proved to be 
the most productive and inspired period of her writing.  Of all 
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Jane Austen’s novels the most famous is probably Pride and 
Prejudice published in 1813.  Her novel Emma, published in 1815, 
features the estate of Donwell Abbey owned by Mr Knightley.  The 
workings, rhythm and pace of the farming year are a strong theme in 
this novel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View from the Gosport Road (now the A32), across Church Meadow, to 
Chawton House by Adam Callander, 1780                    ©Richard Knight 

 
 
Farming has created the landscape that we see.  It is the hedges and 
walls that divide fields that give the landscape its pattern, along with 
areas of trees and even the colours of different crops.   
 
Towards the end of the nineteenth century Godmersham was sold 
and Chawton became the main home of the Knight family.  Towards 
the end of the century the estate was inherited by Montagu G Knight.  
Montagu lived nearly all his life on the estate and contributed greatly 
to it.  After his death in 1914, and in common with many other 
estates, a long slow period of decline saw land and buildings sold off.  
The First World War took many men away from jobs on the land and 
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drafted them into the forces.  After the war, many men returning from 
the horror of their experiences did not want to return to a on the land 
or to work in service and the number of people working on such 
estates started to decline.  By the time of the Second World War the 
Knight family still lived in Chawton House but part of it was given over 
to a group of girls evacuated to the country from a Dr Barnardo’s 
home in London. 
 
Richard Knight inherited in 1987 and by this time most of the estate 
had been sold but Chawton House and the gardens remained in 
family ownership.  A plan was put in place to find a use for the house 
by turning it into a country house hotel but this idea fell through.  In 
the early 1990s Sandy Lerner, an American business woman and 
entrepreneur, heard about Chawton House through the Jane Austen 
Society of North America.  Sandy had always admired the work of 
Jane Austen and over a period of many years had put together a 
collection of books on the theme of early women’s writing in English.  
Sandy’s vision was to turn the house into a library and study centre 
focusing on early women’s writing.  Having bought the lease on 
Chawton House she spent the next 10 years restoring the landscape 
and house and acquiring back some of the land that had been lost.   
 
The estate opened in July 2003 as Chawton House Library.  The 
estate now extends to 131.5 hectares (325 acres) and we try as far 
as possible to use traditional methods in working and maintaining the 
landscape.  For example, we have working horses to carry out 
logging and harrowing on the Estate.
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What you can do at the Chawton House Library Estate 
 
A typical visit: 
The group will be welcomed at the gate to Chawton House Library 
and will then be taken to Dyer’s barn which is a short walk back along 
the drive and down the lane for an introduction to the Estate and a 
reminder about health and safety. 
 

 
 
Looking across Church Meadow to Dyer’s Barn              ©Chawton House Library 
 

 
The group will be split into two; half will visit the stables and horses 
and half will look at the historic landscape of Church Meadow.  The 
groups will swap over after half an hour. 
 
Before lunch the children will need to be taken to wash their hands and 
then they eat their lunch.  Packed lunches can be eaten in the Old 
Kitchen at Chawton House if it is cold or wet, or at the picnic tables in 
the Courtyard at the back of the house in good weather. 
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In the afternoon the group can follow the garden walk which includes 
the walled garden, the Wilderness and the Ha Ha.  This takes about 
an hour which allows time to stop and discuss each area.  This part of 
the visit can be lead by a teacher or a member of Chawton House 
Library staff. 
 

 
The Walled Garden in summer                                        ©Chawton House Library 

 
 
The visit finishes at the front of Chawton House and the children are 
given an opportunity for a short question and answer session.  
 
 
Estate activities we can provide: 
 
Estate tour – an introduction to the estate either lead by a teacher or 
a member of Chawton House Library staff. 
 
Themed walk – can be tailored to interests of the group. 
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Heavy horses:  a visit to the stables to find out about the history and 
background of using heavy horses on estates. 
 
History of the estate:  an introduction to the estate using images of 
the landscape from the past and what they can tell us about the 
estate today.  The first part of this will take place in Chawton House 
and all members of the group will be asked to wear protective covers 
on their footwear or should bring a change of indoor shoes with them. 
 
Areas available for your own fieldwork: 
 
The gardens which include the walled garden, a view across the park, 
the Wilderness and the South Lawn and Ha Ha. 
 
Good views of the landscape immediately surrounding Chawton 
House can be seen from the lane where the coach drops off groups. 
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Here are some more visit ideas to help you plan your visit 
 
Key Stage 1 
The Estate visit can widen the pupil’s first-hand experience in a range 
of visual, tactile and other sensory situations.  Within this are the 
important messages of the life cycle and seasonal change.  There is 
a wealth of opportunity for language development and literacy skills. 
 
Suggested theme:  teacher lead mini-beast hunts 
 
Key Stage 2 
The Estate visit can stimulate and excite pupil’s curiosity.  It also 
satisfies their curiosity as they begin to apply their knowledge and 
understanding of ideas.  Pupils can consider the Estate as a good 
example of an environment affected by human activity, changing 
attitudes to farming, the rural environment and the conflicts of interest 
that arise. 
 
Suggested theme:  using archaeological evidence from the 
restoration of the gardens and parkland pupils can start to explore the 
ways in which the landscape has been used and modified over the 
centuries.     
 
Key Stage 3 
Many different subject requirements can be satisfied.  For example, in 
history the adaptation of farm buildings over the centuries can offer 
first-hand evidence of social and technological changes.  This readily 
prompts the skills of handling and assessing.  Pupils can investigate 
and debate a wide range of complex issues and begin to understand 
the environmental, social and economic implications. 
 
Suggested theme:  sustainability for an estate such as Chawton 
House Library can be explored in the context of a present day estate 
that is working towards becoming a good, working, example of late 
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century farming techniques. 
 
Key Stage 4 
Estate visits can be used to deliver examination subjects both 
academic and vocational.  Contact with custodians of a working, 
historic estate will help to focus on the real life application of skills 
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within the workplace and helping to engage pupils with contemporary 
issues. 
 
Suggested theme:  presentation and discussion session lead by 
Chawton House Library staff will help pupils to a greater 
understanding of the demands and requirements of running an estate 
on late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century farming principals. 
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Learning Opportunities 
 
In addition to sessions offered at the Chawton House Library Estate 
there are many other ways in which farming and growing can enrich 
the curriculum.  The following may be of help in planning sessions.  
We are able to run bespoke sessions for schools so please contact 
the Education Officer to discuss your requirements.    
 
 
Geography 

 Human influences on the environment 

 Water cycle 
 
History 

 History of farming 

 Dig for Victory 

 Archaeology 

 Historical farm and garden implements 

 Working Horses 
 
Drama 

 Animal masks and puppets 

 Role-play – farmers/gardeners work 

 Enacting life cycles and food chains 
 
English 

 Reading and Writing animal stories and poems 

 Keeping a garden diary 

 Jane Austen’s life and work 
 
RE 

 Care for our world 

 Feasting and fasting 

 Festivals and the farming year 
 
Science 

 Seasonal changes 

 Life processes 

 Habitats 
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 Food chains 

 Care of living things 
 
Mathematics 

 Measuring wind speed and rainfall 

 Measuring growth in plants and animals 

 Collecting data 
 
PSHE & Citizenship 

 Where our food comes from 

 Sustainable development and planting at school 
 
PE 

 Animal movements 

 Eating and health 

 Estate walks 
 
ICT 

 Designing maps and equipment 

 Protection for plants 

 Producing a farm booklet or gardening calendar 
 
Art & Design 

 Animals and plants in design 

 Photography 

 Natural and chemical dyes 
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Estate profile 

History 

 

 

Jane Austen and the literary connections to the landscape 

 
 

Heavy Horses  

Written records for the estate can be traced back to the Domesday Book.  
During the Medieval period the Estate was visited by several Royal Courts. By 
the 1500s the estate was declining and parts of it were sold to the Knight 
family.  In 1583 John Knight inherited.  By this time the whole estate was 
owned by the Knights and has since passed down through various branches 
of the family and remains in family ownership today.  In 1794 Edward, Jane 
Austen’s brother, who was made the heir of Thomas and Catherine Knight, 
inherited.  Today the estate is home to a library of Early Women’s Writing in 
English from 1600 to 1830 and is working towards becoming a good example 
of a late eighteenth/early nineteenth-century working estate, using traditional 
farming methods.   

In 1809 Jane Austen, her sister Cassandra, their mother and a friend, Martha 
Lloyd, moved into a cottage in the village of Chawton.  Jane Austen’s brother 
Edward had had the good fortune to be made the heir of Thomas and 
Catherine Knight.  The Knights had no children of their own and were anxious 
that the Knight Estates and family name should carry forward to the next 
generation.  The time that Jane Austen spent in Chawton proved to be the 
most productive of her literary career, Mansfield Park, Emma and Persuasion 
were all written during this period and Sense and Sensibility and Pride and 
Prejudice were re-worked and published.  It is still a matter of dispute amongst 
scholars whether or not Northanger Abbey was also revised during this time.  
In the three novels written and published from Chawton it is interesting that 
the themes of estates and the rhythms and pace of the farming year are 
elements of the plots.  The landscape of Chawton, Alton and the neighbouring 
village of Farringdon are places that Jane Austen knew well and although it is 
impossible to know if she had specific aspects of her surroundings in mind 
when she was creating the estates in her novels, an estate and house such as 
Chawton would certainly be a good example of the type of house and estate 
she created in Emma and called Donwell Abbey. 

The estate is currently home to four heavy horses.  The numbers of horses 
has changed over the years due to illness and old age but we are now at the 
stage of having young horses who will be trained to carry out tasks such as 
logging, harrowing, rolling, clearing scrub and drawing a hitch-cart.   



CHL/SP/education/Jan 2/updated27/03/2012 17 

 
 

Who lives and works here 

CHECK We have some staff living on site and other staff who travel in daily.  The 
Library is open Monday – Friday to anyone who wishes to use it.  The Walled 
Garden has been transformed in recent years into a very good example of 
how such a space can be used.  There are no other crops grown on the estate 
but sheep, owned by a local farmer, graze the parkland and Church Meadow.  
The heavy horses help to manage the landscape by carrying out logging and 
scrub clearing. 
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Involvement under CSS and any special designations, e.g. SSSIs 

 
 

 

Facilities 

 
The Old Kitchen can be used as a covered area suitable as a meeting point, to 
eat packed lunches or wet weather activities.  Picnic tables are provided in the 
Courtyard at the back of Chawton House during the summer months.  Toilets and 
hand washing facilities are adjacent to the Courtyard.  If children get lost or if 
there is an emergency the meeting point is the front door of Chawton House.  
Staff can be alerted at this point by pressing the buzzer at the front door. 
 
Bed and Breakfast in The Old Stables:  this gives visitors the opportunity to stay 
on site to use the Library if they so wish.  Being able to engage with the estate in 
this way often adds greatly to the research being undertaken whilst at Chawton 
House Library because there is an immediacy between the Library collection and 
the running of the estate along historical lines. 
 
Conferences and Event Hire:  since opening in 2003 Chawton House Library has 
hosted a wide range of conferences that reflect the interests of the Library 
collections from 1600 to approximately 1830.  There is strong and growing 
interest in private event hire at Chawton House Library; weddings forming a 
prominent element of this business. 
 
Other areas with the potential for further development are:  farm business 
tenancies, research projects, publishing and merchandising.  Of particular 
interest to the running of the estate along historical lines are the well developed 
plans to have Sussex cattle grazing on the parkland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental Stewardship:  the Estate has been recognised by Natural 
England and English Heritage as historically and ecologically unique and has 
been funded by Defra for the past 20 years to restore the grounds and 
landscape.  This work has also involved conserving and enhancing the historic 
and ecological interest of the parkland.  A parkland management plan has 
been drawn up to direct work in the parkland such as planting trees, managing 
the woodland and grassland.  This will also inform future management within 
the parkland.  This work includes funding footpaths and visits to the estate by 
school groups. 
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Appendix 1 
 

 
 
 
 

How to behave on the Estate 
 
 

If you walk with your group leader it is safer and will not 
frighten the animals. 

 
 

The animals have a balanced diet so avoid feeding them, 
unless asked to do so by a member of Chawton House 

Library staff. 
 
 

Climbing on walls, fences or gates can be dangerous. 
 
 

Eating animal feed could make you ill. 
 
 

Do not handle farm equipment or machinery unless 
permitted by Chawton House Library staff. 
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Appendix 2 

 
 
 
 
 

The Countryside Code 
 
 

Be safe, plan ahead and follow any signs. 
 
 

Leave gates and property as you find them. 
 
 

Protect plants and animals and take your litter home. 
 
 

Keep dogs under close control 
 
 

Consider other people 
 
 
 

http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countr
yside_code 

http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/things_to_know/countryside_code
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Appendix 3 

 
 
 

It is important to remember the following when visiting the 
countryside 

 
Risk Assessment 
We advise a pre-visit to our Estate during which you can carry out a 
risk assessment and become familiar with the site.  A copy of the risk 
assessment for the Estate is available on request. 
 
Clothing 
Ensure that all staff and pupils wear appropriate outdoor clothing, 
including sturdy shoes or wellingtons, not sandals. 
 
Behaviour 
Teachers and group leaders are responsible for the children’s 
behaviour throughout the visit.  The children should understand how 
to behave on the Estate and should always follow the Countryside 
Code. 
 
Health & Safety 
We comply with health and safety regulations, and details of facilities 
for hand washing etc., are provided later in this pack.  However, it is 
important that all children and supervising adults are aware of the 
correct health and safety guidelines. 
 
The risk of infection is very small, but the disease caused by an 
infection could be serious.  By following the simple guidelines, which 
are similar to everyday basic hygiene recommendations, the risk can 
be easily minimised.  The Health & Safety Executive has produced 
guidelines about avoiding ill heath at open farms (HSE sheet 
AS1S23). 
 
Advice to teachers 
The supplement to AIS23 Avoiding Ill health at open farms – Advice 
to farmers, advises teachers and others who organise visits for 
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children to farms on controlling the risk of infections from the animals 
the children may contact during their visit. 
 
All animals naturally carry a range of micro-organisms, some of which 
can be transmitted to humans, where they may cause ill health.  
Some infections which may be contracted on farms, such as the 
bacterium Escherichia coil O157 (E coil O157), present a serious 
hazard and potentially cause severe disease, which may be 
particularly acute in young children. 
 
While the hazard from infection resulting from a farm visit is real, the 
risks are readily controlled by everyday measures.  The following 
sensible steps will help make your visit even more safe, healthy and 
enjoyable. 
 
Before your visit 
 

 Read and understand the advice in the main AIS23 information 
sheet, and discuss visit arrangements with Sarah Parry.  
Assure yourself that the facilities provided match the 
recommendations in AIS23 

 

 Decide what the ratio of pupils to teachers, assistants and 
parents should be, using advice from the Registration and 
Inspection Unit of your local authority social services 
department.  As a general rule, the ratio of supervisors to 
children should be 
1:1 for children under 1 year old 
1:2 for children between 1 and 2 years old 
1:3 for children between 2 and 3 years old 
1:4 for children between 3 and 5 years old 
1:8 for those between 5 and 8 years old 
 
If supervision levels are less than this, you should not 
allow direct contact with the animals for children under 
eight. 
 

 Discuss with the supervisors, who may be parents or staff of 
the school, crèche, etc., their role during the visit.  They must 
understand the need to make sure that the children wash, or 
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are helped to wash, their hands thoroughly after contacting 
animals, and follow the other rules suggested below 

 

 Discuss with pupils the rules for the visit, stressing that they 
must not eat or chew outside the areas in which you permit 
them to do so 

 

 make sure that pupils wear appropriate clothing, including 
sturdy outdoor shoes (not sandals) or wellington boots if 
possible 

 

 check that cuts, grazes, etc., on children’s hands are covered 
with a waterproof dressing 

 
During and after the visit, make sure that the children: 

 do not kiss animals 
 

 always wash their hands thoroughly before and after eating, 
after any contact with animals and again before leaving the 
Estate 

 

 eat only food that they have brought with them in designated 
areas and never eat food which has fallen to the ground, or 
taste animal foods. 

 

 do not suck fingers or put hands, pens, pencils or crayons etc., 
in mouths 

 

 clean or change their footwear before leaving, remembering to 
wash their hands after any contact with animal faeces on their 
footwear. 

 
Check that the children stay in their allocated groups during the visit 
and that they 

 do not use or pick up tools (e.g. spades and forks) unless 
permitted to do so by Chawton House Library Staff 

 

 do not climb on to walls, fences or gates etc. 
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 listen carefully and follow the instructions and information given 
by Chawton House Library Staff 

 

 approach and handle animals quietly and gently 
 

 do not chase, frighten or torment the animals. 
 
Remember: 
 

 the children are your responsibility during the visit 
 

 you should supervise them during the visit, especially during 
hand washing, to make sure that each child washes thoroughly 

 

 allow plenty of time before eating or leaving so that the children 
do not have to rush. 

 
If a member of your group shows signs of illness (e.g. sickness or 
diarrhoea) after a visit, advise them or their parent/guardian to visit 
the doctor and explain that they have had recent contact with 
animals. 
 
Further information 
Extra copies of this information sheet and supplement are available 
free from HSE Books, PO Box 1999, Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 2WA. 
 
Tel:     01797 881165 
Fax:    01797 313995 
Website: www.hsebooks.co.uk 
©HSE 

http://www.hsebooks.co.uk/
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Appendix 4 

 
 

Estate visit evaluation 
 

The Chawton House Library Estate 
Chawton 

Alton 
Hampshire 
GU34 1SJ 

 
By completing this form you will help our estate to improve and 
develop future visits.  Thank you for your help. 
 
 
Name of school:                                           Date of visit: 
 
 
 
Which Key Stage made the visit? 
 
 
 
What was the purpose of your visit? 
 
 
 
How did you find out about The Chawton House Library Estate? 
 
 
 
How would you rate the following? 
A = Good 
B = Satisfactory 
C = Unsatisfactory 
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1. The management and organisation? 
 
 

 
 
2. The pupils’ enjoyment of the visit? 

 
 
 
 

3. The value of the visit to your classroom based 
teaching? 

 
 
 

 
4.       If given the chance, would you visit again?  

 
 
 

Are there any other comments you would like to make? 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  ………………………….    Date:  ……………………….. 
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Appendix 5 

 
An aerial view of Chawton House. 
 
Church Meadow is the field at the bottom of the photograph, 
immediately in front of the Church. 
 
The path leading up from the side of Chawton House goes past the 
Walled Garden and is the starting point for the garden walk. 
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Appendix 6 

 
 
 

The Farming Year 

 

There are different activities on the Estate each season. 

Summer 

 

The Walled Garden is prepared for the new 
growing season and early crops are planted.  
The sheep return to the Estate for the spring 
and summer. 

SPRING SUMMER 

Lambs, born in late spring, have the long 
summer months to grow strong in advance 
of the winter.  Early crops are ready for 
harvesting in the Walled Garden. 

Main period of harvesting produce from the 
Walled Garden.  Apples and pears can be 
stored for use during the winter.  The sheep 
leave the Estate so their pasture can be 
rested over the autumn/winter in readiness 
for their return in the spring. 

AUTUMN WINTER 

Time is spent checking and, if necessary, 
repairing fences on the Estate.  Planning the 
crops to be planted in the Walled Garden for 
the coming spring takes place.  
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Appendix 7 

Keeping animals  

 

Sheep 

 
Numbers kept:   Approximately 1,100 ewes producing 2,000 lambs. 
 
Breed(s):   Lleyn and Charollais 
 
What they eat:  fresh grass in the fields for most of the year.  Over the winter and 
before lambing they receive extra food such as hay, oats or barley. 
 
How they are kept:   in the fields most of the year.  
 
Why they are kept:   most sheep are kept for meat rather than their wool 
 
Lifecycle:  most sheep mate in the autumn to produce lambs in the spring.  As 
the weather gets warmer, the sheep are sheared for their wool. 
 
 

 
Sheep in Church Meadow                                               ©Chawton House Library
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Chickens and Ducks 

 
Numbers kept:  10 chickens, 2 ducks 
 
Breed(s):  hybrids 
 
 
What they eat:  they are fed grain, but also find food for themselves such as 
seeds and worms 
 
How they are kept:  hens kept outside are called free-range.  They sleep in 
henhouses at night, safe from foxes. 
 
Why they are kept:  they are kept for egg production. 
 
Lifecycle:   hens normally lay eggs that are unfertilised, which means that no 
chicks will grow in them.  If a farmer wants to produce chicks, rather than eggs to 
eat, he has to mate his hens with a cockerel.  The fertile eggs then hatch into 
chicks. 
 

Horses 

 
Numbers kept:  2 geldings, 2 mares 
 
Breed(s):    Mainly Shire but some of our horses have other draft blood. 
 
What they eat:   during the summer they live mostly outside and get most of their 
needs from grass.  If the weather is bad this can be supplemented with a hard 
feed (commercially produced horse feed) and hay.  In the winter and when the 
horses are working they get additional feeds and supplements. 
 
How they are kept:  mostly outside and have rugs for the winter months. 
 
Why they are kept:   to work on the estate. 
 
Lifecycle: The usual life span of a horse is 20-25 years but this will depend on the 
work the animal is asked to do and any illnesses and injuries it may suffer. 
Working horses usually retire in their late teens. 
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Roy at Alton Show                                              ©Chawton House Library 
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We hope that this pack has helped in your planning for an Estate 

Visit to Chawton House Library. 
 

If you have any queries or unanswered questions please contact 
Sarah Parry, Education Officer by telephone (01420 541010) or 

email (sarah.parry@chawton.net) 
 

We look forward to welcoming you and your pupils to the 
Chawton House Library Estate! 

 
 
 

 
 
View across Church Meadow.  Photograph shows same view as the 
Callender View picture of c1780.                      ©Chawton House Library 
 
            

  

mailto:sarah.parry@chawton.net

