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Welcome
Chawton House was owned by Jane Austen’s brother Edward, and
known to her as ‘the Great House’. Jane lived in a cottage on his
estate and would stroll up to ‘dawdle away’ many happy hours in the
grand Elizabethan manor and its picturesque gardens.
To find out more visit chawtonhouse.org

Entry is free to the Old Kitchen
Tearoom.
Admission charges apply to the
House, Gardens and ticketed
events.

Keep in touch
Sign up to our newsletter at
chawtonhouse.org.uk

House and Gardens
Mon-Sun 11am-4:30pm
Old Kitchen Tearoom
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm. Weekends
and Bank Holidays from 11am.
Cover, above & opposite image © Claire Lewis Photography

/chawtonhouse
@chawtonhouse
@chawtonhouse

Exhibitions & Displays

Exhibitions & Displays
New Permanent Galleries: Early
Women Writers
Opening in March 2020 will be new
permanent galleries dedicated to
key figures from the house’s unique
collection of early women’s writing.
Delve into fascinating stories of
women including Mary Robinson,
Frances Burney and Maria Graham.
Women who wrote not just
about their own experiences, but
campaigned for the plights of others
and created whole worlds through
their fiction and poetry.

Exhibition: Man Up!
2 March - 30 December 2020
This year’s annual exhibition
highlights stories of women who
stepped into male roles.
By picking up a pen, pistol or
sword, they broke with convention
to survive and thrive. There were
those who kept control over their
inheritance, unashamedly sought
fame, adopted fake names, took
to the high seas, or even joined the
army!
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Gallery Display: All About Emma
2 March - 26 April
“Handsome, clever and rich” was
how Jane Austen introduced Emma
Woodhouse to readers in 1815.
Over the last two centuries, she has
been continously reimagined and
reinvented.
Inspired by the 2020 film
adaptation, this display explores
how Emma has been shaped by
various portrayals, from illustration
and book covers, to plays and film
adaptations.

Library Display: Conservation and
Acquisitions
17 February - 30 April
Our library collection is always
changing, as we acquire new works.
Conserving books is a crucial part
of keeping them accessible for future
generations.
In this display, see books owned by
the Knight family that have been
newly returned to Chawton House
by generous donors. Learn about
the different techniques used by our
volunteer conservators, and hear
their stories of working with our
most fragile books.

Exhibitions & Displays

Exhibitions Programme
Artist takeover: Claire Lewis
Photography
28 Mar - 31 May
Claire Lewis is Chawton House’s inhouse photographer and throughout
2019 has been taking beautiful
images of the house and grounds.
Head upstairs to the Cross Room
during your visit and see some
wonderful examples of her work.

Curator’s Talk - Man Up!
Sunday 8 Mar, 2-4:30pm
Join Clio O’Sullivan, curator of the
2020 exhibition Man Up! as she discusses
women who broke with convention
to survive and thrive in the Georgian
period. Ticket includes exhibition
viewing and hot drink on arrival.
£12/£10 Friends

Talk: Sharon Wright - Those Magnificent
Women In Their Flying Machines
Wednesday 25 Mar, 6:30-8pm
Library Display: The Women Who
Wrote Plants
Opens 1st May
This Library display explores the
pioneering women who defined
the conventions of their gender to
become plant collectors, botanists,
illustrators, educators and garden
designers.
The display will offer a chance to
browse botanical treasures from the
collection by talented women such
as Mary Lawrance and Elizabeth
Blackwell.
Entry to all exhibitions and displays is included with general admission.
This page: Bee image © Claire Lewis Photography

The invention of the hot air balloon in
1783 sparked a ‘balloonomania’ craze.
Forgotten pioneers of early flight were
Georgian women, who found freedom
through a series of jaw-dropping
adventures. Join author Sharon Wright
for the lost history of the lady aeronauts.
£12/£10 Friends
Performance: The Nall Ensemble &
Jeremy Neville - Female Composers
Sunday 29 Mar, 2-4:00pm
In this unique afternoon event you will
find out about Fanny Mendelssohn, a
forgotten female composer and then
enjoy a rare chance to hear her music
performed, alongside a piece by Schubert.
£15/£12 Friends

Exhibitions Programme

Events

Talk: Alison Daniell - Elizabeth Knight: A
Woman to be Reckoned With
Thursday 30 April, 6:30-8pm

After Hours Curator Tours
Thursday 9 Apr & Wednesday 27 May
6:30-8pm

Back by popular demand, discover more
about Elizabeth Knight - the only woman
to have presided over Chawton House.
A formidable character, she refused to
relinquish control in an age when wives
had no legal identity of their own.
£12/£10 Friends

Explore Chawton House on one of these
special after hours tours. Discover the
house’s hidden history, hear stories of
the Austen and Knight families and
learn about the women writers in our
collection.
£12/£10 Friends

Performance: Amanda Edmiston - The
Very Curious Herbal
Sunday 24 May, 2-4:00pm

English Sparkling Wine Tasting - with
Hambledon Vineyard
Friday 13 Mar 7-9pm

An interactive performance leading
guests on an enchanted journey into the
extraordinary world of 18th century
botany. Inspired by Elizabeth Blackwell’s
book A Curious Herbal, a copy of which is
held at Chawton House.
£15/£12 Friends

Come and try some beautiful Hampshiremade sparkling wine in the atmospheric
surroundings of the Old Kitchen.
£25 per person. 10% discount on all
purchases of bottles of wine on the night.

Talk: Rebecca James – Women Warriors of
the Waves
Thursday 28 May, 6:30pm-8pm

Talk: Hilary Davidson - Dress in the Age of
Jane Austen
Saturday 25 Apr, 2-4:30pm

The pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read
were famously just as violent and ruthless
as their male counterparts. Hear about
these extraordinary women and the
myths surrounding their legend.
£12/£10 Friends

Join fashion historian Hilary Davidson
as she explores Regency dress, clothing,
fashion and sewing through the lens of
Jane Austen’s life and writings.
£12/£10 Friends
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Events
Mother’s Day
Sunday 22 Mar
12-4pm, advance booking required
Explore the house and gardens and
afterwards treat your Mum to a special
lunch in the Old Kitchen Tearoom or our
brand new Afternoon Tea menu, being
served today only in the Great Hall.
2 course lunch menu £15.00pp
Afternoon Tea from £13.50pp
Street Party: VE Day Anniversary
Friday 8 May, 12-2:30pm
Chawton House is teaming up with the
village to throw a celebratory street party
in honour of the 75th Anniversary of
VE Day. A display inside the house will
tell the enchanting story of the Barnados
children who resided there during the
Second World War.
Street Party: Free Entry
House & Gardens: Usual fees apply
Talk: Jennie Bachelor - Jane Austen and
Embroidery
Wednesday 13 May, 6:30-8pm
Jane Austen was as skillful with a needle
as she was with a pen. But where she did
get her patterns from? In this talk, Jennie
Batchelor discusses her chance discovery
of some presumed lost patterns in the
Lady’s Magazine (1770-1832).
£12/£10 Friends
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Easter at Chawton House
Easter Holidays: Activities
Mon 6 to Sun 19 Apr, 11am-4pm
Come along and create your very own
Easter bonnet, fit for a Regency Lady or
Gent.
Included with admisson price.

Bullet Journaling
Friday 10 Apr, 2-4pm
Join a hands-on workshop to learn about
the bullet journal system and how it can
help you stay organised and on-schedule,
helping you lead to a more meaningful
and constructive life.
£30, includes materials & refreshments
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Easter Holidays: in the garden with
Gilbert White
Tuesday 14 Apr, 10:30am-2:30pm
Join Fiona, Gilbert White’s House
Learning Programmes Manager, at this
special joint event in the walled garden
at Chawton House. Discover what
medicinal plants people used in the 1700s
for healing and match the herb with the
nasty disease!
£6 (free for under 6’s)

Easter Weekend: Egg Trail
Fri 10 to Mon 13 Apr, 11am-4pm
Explore Chawton House and see how
many eggs you can find!
Included with admisson price.

Easter Sunday: Antiques Fair
Sunday 12 Apr, 10am-3pm
Browse over 30 stalls with unique and
unusual items in Dyers Barn on the
Chawton House grounds.
£1.50 entrance fee
Other dates this year:
• Sunday 24 May
• Sunday 28 June
• Sunday 23 August

Creative Workshops

Photography
Saturday 28 Mar 10am-2pm Daffodils
Monday 20 Apr, 10am-2pm Bluebells
Our in-house photographer will cover a
broad range of basic digital photography,
encouraging you to get the best from
your camera. Taught in the relaxed
and beautiful setting of the House and
Gardens.
£45 (includes light lunch)
Creative Writing
Saturday 14 Mar, 10am-2:30pm SOLD OUT
Saturday 18 Apr, 10am-2:30pm
Saturday 9 May, 10am-2:30pm
Everyone has a story to tell! You may be a
complete beginner, or a more experienced
writer in need of inspiration. These
workshops will help you develop ideas
into words.
£45 (includes light lunch)
This page: second image © Claire Lewis Photography

Modern Calligraphy - Dip Pen
Saturday 7 Mar SOLD OUT
Sunday 5 Apr, Saturday 25 Apr, Saturday
16 May, Saturday 30 May
10:30am-2:30pm
In this intimate workshop you will learn
the basic strokes, practice writing the
alphabet and joining up letters to make
full words and flourishes
£65 (includes light lunch & materials)
Bullet Journaling
Good Friday, 10 Apr
For Adults: 9:30am-1pm, £45
For Teens: 2-4pm, £30
Join a hands-on workshop to learn about
the bullet journal system and how it can
help you stay organised and on-schedule,
encouraging to a more meaningful and
constructive life.
Ticket prices include materials &
refreshments

Events at a glance

Mar

Apr

May

Information, prices & booking: chawtonhouse.org / 01420 541 010

7
Workshop: Calligraphy

8
Curator’s Talk: Man Up!

13
Wine Tasting: Hambledon
Vineyard

14
Workshop: Creative Writing

22
Mother’s Day: Lunch &
Afternoon Tea

25
Talk: Sharon Wright - Those

28
Workshop: Photography

29
Performance: Female
Composers

Magnificent Women In Their Flying
Machines

5
Workshop: Calligraphy

6-19
Easter Holidays: Activities

9
After Hours Curator Tour

10
Workshop: Bullet Journal

10-13
Easter Weekend: Egg Trail

12
Dyers Barn: Antiques Fair

14
Easter Holidays: in the
garden with Gilbert White

18
Workshop: Creative Writing

20
Workshop: Photography

25
Workshop: Calligraphy

25
Talk: Hilary Davidson - Dress
in the Age of Jane Austen

30
Talk: Alison Daniell - A
Woman to be Reckoned With

8
Celebration: VE Day street
party

9
Workshop: Creative Writing

16
Workshop: Calligraphy

24
Performance: Amanda
Edmiston - A Very Curious
Herbal
30
Workshop: Calligraphy

24
Dyers Barn: Antiques Fair

13
Talk: Jennie Batchelor Needlework in Jane Austen’s
Time
27
After Hours Curator Tour

28
Talk: Rebecca James – Women
Warriors of the Waves

Later in 2020
The exhibition and events programme will continue
throughout the year and another booklet will be
published for Jul-Aug. In the meantime, please do pop
these dates in your diary:
Summer Fayre
Sunday 12 July
BOOKING NOW...
Outdoor Theatre: Macbeth
Thursday 16 July
Plant Fairs Roadshow
Sunday19 July
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Sign up to the mailing list at chawtonhouse.org to be kept
in the loop.

Chawton House
Chawton, Alton
Hampshire
GU34 1SJ
T 01420 541 010
E info@chawtonhouse.org
Train

Alton

Bus
		

Stagecoach service 64 from 		
Alton station

Car
		
		
		

A31/32 junction, Chawton 		
roundabout, follow the brown
tourist signs. Free parking at 		
bottom of drive.

Open March-December, every day from 11.00am to 4.30pm (last
admission at 4pm)
Please check website for admission fees and planned closures before you
visit.
Groups
Discounts and guided tours are available to groups of 10+. Contact
groups@chawtonhouse.org for details.
Library
The library collection is open to all but viewable by appointment
only. Please consult the catalogue via chawtonhouse.org and email
curator@chawtonhouse.org.
Access
Concession rates and accessible parking are available to disabled
visitors, although wheelchair access is limited. Please call in
advance for guidance: 01420 541 010.

Chawton House Library is an
independent charity registered in
England and Wales, no. 1026921

