
 

 

 

Reading Group 2025-26 
 

We read texts by or about women writers of the (very) long eighteenth century, many 

of which are in the Chawton House collection. Our reading group meetings are 

informal, with all levels of education and knowledge welcome.  

 

Session Details 
From September 2025, we will continue to hold two reading groups on the third 

Monday of each month, facilitated by Kim Simpson (Deputy Director, Chawton 

House): one onsite at Chawton House (12pm in the Billiards Room), and one online 

(3.30/4pm). The group usually runs for an hour and a half, and details of timings and 

Zoom joining details are sent out one week in advance. An online sign-up sheet is 

available for members. To join the mailing list, please email 

kim.simpson@chawtonhouse.org 

 

Subs 
For those joining in person, the £3 fee includes tea/coffee and cake, and we’d 

encourage our online participants to donate if possible.  For those wanting to pay 

online, please use this site. You can either pay as you go for individual sessions, or pay 

for the year (suggested donation: £30 for onsite, £10 for online).  

 

Schedule 
Click the book title for a link to an online version. 

 
22 September, 2025 
Selections from The Ladies Magazine (September & October issues, 1805), pp. 451-560 

* Short 109pp 

 

20 October, 2025 
Ann Radcliffe, The Romance of the Forest (1791)  

*** Long – OUP modern edn.: 432pp 

 

 

17 November, 2025 

mailto:kim.simpson@chawtonhouse.org
https://app.donorfy.com/donate/MDEL7CE193/ReadingGroupSubs20252026
https://archive.org/details/s2id13403350/page/449/mode/1up
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/64701/pg64701-images.html


Jane West, A Gossip’s Story (1796) 

Vol . 1 

Vol. 2  

**Mid-length – Devoney Looser modern edn. available online: 260pp 

 

15 December, 2025 
Jane Austen, Pride & Prejudice (1813) 

***Long – Penguin Classics: 448pp 

 

19 January, 2026 
Susan Allen Ford, What Jane Austen’s Characters Read (And Why) (2024) 

From £12.95 (E-book) / £15 paperback.  

** Mid-length: 280pp 

 

16 February, 2026 
Aphra Behn, The Rover (1677) 

*Short: OUP modern edn.: 87pp 

 

16 March, 2026 
Maria Edgeworth, Helen (1834) 

***Long: c. 500pp 

 

20 April, 2026 
Jane Austen, Sanditon (1925) 

*Short: Penguin modern edn.: 208pp 

 

19 May, 2026 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Julie, or the New Heloise (1761) 

Available on Amazon – the cheapest version (linked here) is a Kindle edition 

***Long: Philip Stewart & Jean Vache trans.: 612pp 

We may consider discussing only Part One (c. 150pp), which I can provide as a digital 

photocopy 

 

15 June, 2026 
Joanna Martin (ed.), A Governess in the Age of Jane Austen: The Journals and Letters of 

Agnes Porter (1988) 

Not widely available so will provide photocopies 

***Mid-length: 372pp  

 

20 July, 2026 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/A_Gossip_s_Story_and_a_Legendary_Tale/HhQGAAAAQAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR3&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/_/Th0GAAAAQAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1342/1342-h/1342-h.htm
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/eebo/A27322.0001.001?rgn=main;view=fulltext
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/8531/8531-h/8531-h.htm
https://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks/fr008641.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Julie-Heloise-Grapevine-Jean-Jacques-Rousseau-ebook/dp/B0CLXYJBM6/ref=sr_1_14?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XgwcjTuNYyxnN5-tUwUH0c30Mm3WYNL7s49oDnksBCh4dNlacPlvRxJCoWe4Ndwnud9pPmDrWFLEUM9zXJyW4pvra255mcfm-czph8TEStZw8xPC_rjgFV2-Z6XaoFGMVGfWef5WHhSq0HUfs3WolNsBIrhxvP76XUINBf2lT12TRqRvtLl3KaPd_L5qZmzjavTcAvdaPiCcgtGHpEa24wQRFx4Ho03WrRyzB4Xakq8.udYLd_Hn5Koaj1z99J9Nkj0aOzbIVMjMRCSfmjSHQ5A&dib_tag=se&qid=1754401490&refinements=p_27%3AJean-Jacques+Rousseau&s=books&sr=1-14&text=Jean-Jacques+Rousseau


Frances Burney, Cecilia (1782) 

Links to all three volumes 

***VERY Long: Oxford World Classics modern edn.: 941pp 

 

 

https://www.mcgill.ca/burneycentre/resources/online-texts#Frances%20Burney%20(1752-1840)

